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5th doctoral students’ international conference  

June 12 - 13, 2025, Ljubljana 

ANTICIPATORY ANTHROPOLOGY: IMAGINING, PLANNING, AND CONTESTING FUTURES IN 
UNCERTAIN TIMES 

 
This conference aims to examine how individuals, communities, and institutions envision, prepare for, 

negotiate, and contest possible futures in an era marked by uncertainty. It offers a hub for PhD students of 

anthropology and related social sciences to present and discuss their work with peers and academics.  

The conference takes place at the Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology,  
Zavetiška ulica 5, Ljubljana (Slovenia) and via these Zoom links: 

 
 

Day 1 meeting ID & Zoom link  
https://uni-lj-si.zoom.us/j/98783197584?pwd=beW5ASY8bGbTLfN1Fb7WdsRLWE6tVe.1 

Meeting chat link 
https://uni-lj-si.zoom.us/launch/jc/98783197584 

Meeting ID: 987 8319 7584 
Passcode: 055394 

 
 

Day 2 meeting ID & Zoom link  
https://uni-lj-si.zoom.us/j/94171053902?pwd=qj7WTcnqvDp6kgxB0B5ed7J7baAkcJ.1 

Meeting chat link 
https://uni-lj-si.zoom.us/launch/jc/94171053902 

Meeting ID: 941 7105 3902 
Passcode: 501372 
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DAY 1: Friday, 12 June 2026 

 

11:00–11:05 (Slovenia) | 10:00–10:05 (Morocco, UK, Portugal) | 17:00–17:05 (China) 

Opening and welcome message 

 

Panel 1 
11:05–12:05 (Slovenia, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa)  

10:05–11:05 (Morocco, UK, Portugal)  

17:05–18:05 (China) 

Education, Digital Platforms, and Imagined Futures 

Institutional and digital spaces as sites where futures are shaped — schools, workplaces, and participatory 
methods as anticipatory infrastructures. 

 

Anja Pogladič  
(University of Ljubljana) 

Imagining Futures at Work and Beyond (15 min) 
 

Kaoutar Akhoullou 
(Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdullah University) 

Schooling the Future: Moral Discourses and Anticipatory Subject Formation in a Private International 
School in Casablanca (15 min) 

 

Smahan Laaouina 
(Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdullah University) 

Schooling the Future: Moral Discourses and Anticipatory Subject Formation in a Private International 
School in Casablanca (15 min) 

 

Panel discussion (15 min) 

 

12:05–12:15 Coffee break 



 

 

 

Panel 2 
12:20–13:20 (Slovenia, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa)  

11:20–12:20 (Morocco, UK, Portugal)  

18:20–19:20 (China) 

 

Ritual, Memory, and Material Temporalities 

How material things and ritual practices mediate between past and future — objects that corrode, gods 
that travel, souvenirs that get sorted. 

 

Yingying Liu 
(Guangxi University) 

Gods on the Move: Ritual, Migration, and Modern Anxiety in Hainan (15 min) 
 

Marlowe McCaffrey 
(University of Oxford) 

Futures in the Drawer: Verdigris, Victorian Entomology Collections, and the Temporality of Care (15 
min) 

 

Maria Sokolova 
(University of Ljubljana) 

Not Everything Will Be Taken into the Future: Memory-Making as Anticipatory Practice (15 min) 

 

Panel discussion (15 min) 

 

13:20–14:20 Lunch break 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Panel 3 
14:30–15:15 (Slovenia, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa)  

13:30–14:15 (Morocco, UK, Portugal)  

20:30–21:15 (China) 

 

Embodied Anticipation — Bodies, Slowness, and Resilience 
How uncertainty is navigated through the body — slowing down, sitting with discomfort, and cultivating 

presence. 

 

Liling Yan 
(University of Cape Town) 

Slowing Down into Uncertainty: Mountain Hiking as an Anticipatory Practice (15 min) 
 

Iva Jankovic 
(University of Ljubljana) 

Mother under construction: Perimenopause, brain fog and anticipating the future  

 

Panel discussion (15 min) 

 

15:15–15:25 Coffee break 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Panel 4 
15:30–16:30 (Slovenia, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa)  

14:30–15:30 (Morocco, UK, Portugal)  

21:30–22:30 (China) 

 

Knowledge, Classification, and Decolonial Futures 

How knowledge systems are produced, classified, inherited, and contested across colonial and postcolonial 
contexts. 

 

Clare Maxwell 
(Geneva Graduate Institute) 

The Prefigurate Politics of Knowledge, and the Anthropology of Knowledge Exchange: The case of 
Kurdish Studies  

 

Sofia Karliner 
(University of Oxford) 

Epistemic Futurity: Rethinking Museum Decolonization through Classification – United Kingdom 

 

 

Rachid Lebyed 
(Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdullah University) 

Anthropology in Morocco: From the Colonial Legacy to Contemporary Transformations  

 

Panel discussion (15 min) 

 

 

 

END OF DAY 1 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DAY 2: Saturday, 13 June 2026 

Panel 5 
9:15–10:15 (Slovenia, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa)  

8:15–9:15 (Morocco, UK, Portugal)  

15:15–16:15 (China) 
 

Translation, Migration, and Transnational Futures 

How people, texts, and cultural forms move across borders — translating memory, imagining new lives, 
and reworking the local within global flows. 

 

Zekiye Gürün-Ücem 
(University of Giessen) 

Imagining Futures Through Migration: The ‘German Dream’ as Anticipatory Practice Among Turkish 
Asylum Seekers  

 

Sara Boulhaoua 
(Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdullah University) 

Translating the Future of Memory: Postcolonial Rewriting and the Moroccan Goumiers in Mohamed 
El Maazouz’s Harb Al-Goum  

 

Lamiae Zeriouh 
(Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdullah University) 

Beyond Cultural Homogenization: Anticipating Glocal Futures through Platformed Vernacular 
Practices in Global Digital Environments  

 

Panel discussion (15 min) 

 

10:15–10:25 Coffee break 

 

 



 

 

Panel 6 
10:30–11:130 (Slovenia, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa)  

9:30–10:30 (Morocco, UK, Portugal)  

16:30–17:30 (China) 

 

Reflexivity, Resilience, and Contemplative Practice 
The researcher’s inner landscape — how reflexivity, boundary-setting, and contemplative practice shape 

anticipation and knowledge production. 
 

Živa Gornik 
(University of Ljubljana) 

The Resilient Anthropologist: Navigating Values, Boundaries, and Uncertainty Between Theory and 
Practice  

 
Aleksander Kolar 

(University of Ljubljana) 
The Future as We Imagine It: Meditation as a Regulatory Practice of Anticipation  

 

Tanja Labus 
(University of Ljubljana) 

Multimodal Ethnography and Participatory Digital Heritage: Rethinking Craft Knowledge Repositories 
as Digital Commons 

 

 

Panel discussion (15 min) 

 

11:30–11:45 Coffee break 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Panel 7 
11:45–12:45 (Slovenia, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa)  

10:45–11:45 (Morocco, UK, Portugal)  

17:45–18:45 (China) 

 

Infrastructure, Speculation, and Temporal Labour 

How people inhabit deferred, stalled, or speculative futures shaped by infrastructure and development 
promises. 

 

Jana Milovanović 
(University of Ljubljana) 

Infrastructures of Delay: Friction and Everyday Life  

 

Ozenc Cetinkaya 
(Utrecht University) 

Canal Istanbul and the New City Project: Navigating Speculative Presents and Uncertain Futures in 
Istanbul  

 

Berenike Eichhorn 
(University Institute of Lisbon) 

‘Maybe Next Year’: Uvumilivu and Temporal Labour in Southern Tanzania’s Cashew Economy  

 

Panel discussion (15 min) 

 

12:45–13:00 Coffee break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Panel 8 
13:00–14:00 (Slovenia, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa)  

12:00–13:00 (Morocco, UK, Portugal)  

19:00–20:00 (China) 

 

Imagination, Hope, and Political Futures 

Imagination as a collective political force — how people enact, perform, or narrate futures that don’t yet 
exist. 

 

Roberta Fiorina 
(University of Milano-Bicocca) 

Imagination, Hope and Change. An Anthropology of the Fantastic (15 min) 

 

Barbora Hamoudová 
(Charles University) 

Imagining Futures That Still Vibrate: Anticipation, Nostalgia and Resistance of Harley-Davidson 
Subculture Community in Times of Electrification (15 min) 

 

Aleksandra Milinković 
(University of Ljubljana) 

‘Water is life’: Political ontology of imagination in ecological movements in Serbia - Slovenia (15 min) 
 

 

Panel discussion (15 min) 

 

 

END OF DAY 2 

 

 


